The Alaska Migratory Bird Co-Management Council
Guide for Proposing Regulations for the
Subsistence Harvest of Migratory Birds or Their Eggs during
the Spring and Summer Season

Background In 1997 the United States Senate ratified Protocols that amended the
Migratory Bird Treaty with Canada. This action authorized the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) to open spring and summer subsistence harvesting of migratory birds
and their eggs in Alaska. The Protocol acknowledged “the intent of the United States to
provide for the customary and traditional taking of certain species of migratory birds and
their eggs for subsistence use by indigenous inhabitants of Alaska;” and stipulated “that it
is not the intent of this Protocol to cause significant increases in the take of species of
migratory birds relative to their continental population sizes.”

The protocol mandates that “Indigenous inhabitants of the State of Alaska shall be
afforded an effective and meaningful role in the conservation of migratory birds
including the development and implementations of regulations affecting the non-wasteful
taking of migratory birds and the collection of their eggs, by participating on relevant
management bodies.” As a result of this direction, the Alaska Migratory Bird Co-
Management Council (Council), composed of State, Federal, and Natives representatives
was formed. The Natives serve as representatives of regions within the state. A major
function of the Council is to develop recommendations for harvest regulations which are
submitted to the Service’s Regulation Committee in Washington D.C. The Council
develops its recommendations largely from input obtained at the local level.

Alaska citizens and subsistence users are an integral part of the Federal regulatory
process. Any person or group can submit proposals to change or improve Federal
subsistence regulations, comment on proposals, and testify at meetings.

Types of Regulation In general, proposed regulations should fall into one or more of
the following categories:

o Season dates including closure periods

« Birds and eggs open or closed to harvest

e Methods and means of harvest

e Harvest limits

Direction for Proposal Submittal Proposals for regulations may be done formally
through a written document. Proposals in general, will be one or two pages in length.
Writers of proposals are urged to provide as much detail as necessary to justify their
recommendations. Proposals can be submitted to the regional migratory bird
management committee. See the back of this page for names and addresses of regional
representatives. All individuals also have the option of submitting proposals directly to
the Council. Proposals are standardly accepted from November 1 through December 15
of each year and may be sent to:



Alaska Migratory Bird Co-Mgt Council
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

1011 E. Tudor Rd., MS201

Phone 877 229 2344

Fax 907 786 3641

E-mail: ambcc@fws.gov

Peter Devine (Aleutians/Pribilofs)

c/o Qagan Tayagungin Tribal Office
Sand Point, AK 99661

Tel: 907/383-5616, Fax: 907/383-5814

Myron Naneng (YK Delta)
P.O. Box 219

Bethel, AK 99559

Tel: 907/543-3521

Molly Chythlook (Bristol Bay)

P.O. Box 310

Dillingham, AK 99576

Tel: 907/842-5257; Fax: 907/842-5932
E-mail: mchythlook@bbna.com

Gary Kompkoff (Gulf of Alaska)
P.O.Box 171

Tatitlek, AK 99603

Tel: 907/325-2311

Joeneal Hicks (Copper River Basin)
P.O. Box 241

Gakona, AK 99586

Tel: 907/822-3503; Fax: 907/822-5179
E-mail: jhicks@tribalnet.org

Austin Ahmasuk (Bering Strait)
Kawerak, Inc.

P.O. Box 948

Nome, AK 99762

Tel: 907/443-5231; Fax: 907/443-4452
E-mail: sub.rec@kawerak.org

Gordon Jackson (Southeast)

320 W. Willoughby Ave., Suite 300
Juneau, AK 99801

Tel: 907/463-7121; Fax: 907/586-8970
E-mail: gordon@ccthita.org

Herman Squartsoff (Kodiak Region))
P.O. Box 189

Ouzinkie, AK 99644

Tel: 907/680-2332; Fax 680-2332

Caleb Pungowiyi (Northwest Alaska)
Box 256

Kotzebue, AK 99752

Tel: 907/442-7690; Fax: 907/442-7678
E-mail: caleb.pungowiyi@maniilag.org

Taqulik Hepa (North Slope)

P.O. Box 69

Barrow, AK 99723

Tel: 907/852-0350; Fax: 907/852-0351
E-mail: taqulik.hepa@north-slope.org

Mike Smith (Interior Region)

122 First Avenue

Fairbanks, AK 99701

Tel: 907/452-8251 ext 3256;

Fax: 907/459-3851

E-mail: michael.smith@tananachiefs.org

After December 15", contact the AMBCC Office for instructions as to how to submit a late

proposal. Special conditions may apply.



