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Results

Population nUmlers

Stup-tidal" community: structure
Sea otter diet compesition
Bedy condition

[Hapitat use patterns



Bering lsland’ pepulation; dynamics

€ Annual skiff counts
Best-fit growth function
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Urchins per m2

Urchin Density vs. Otter Density
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Kelp stipes per m2

Kelp Density vs. Otter Density
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Sea otter pedy condition

[] High Density (at K)
[ 1 Med. Density (decline)
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Average distance to shore (m)
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Adak otter distribution, early decline
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Adak otter distribution, post decline
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Sea otter foraging ecology:

Prey seleclien tenesriervan/ asia ilRction
Ol POPUIATIENISTALUS

(other mverte,rates )

- Bryant Austin © 2001



Then...

Percent Occurrence in diet
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Then...

Percent Occurrence in diet

Now...
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Conclusions

A change In trophic Interactiens caused: a
aramane anergence Between the
Commander Islands andithe: Aletian Isiands

With respect: to:
s SEa etter avundance, condition, diet, Benavior
= communIty: structure of near-shore: ecesystems

[llUStrates need te better understand: the
patterns and dynamic pProcesses: ofi SPECIeS
Interactions In natural communities
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