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BecKyround

1992 — USFWS aerial survey in ine Aleuiians
(Jomlm ernted —50% rlegllrw Ir sea gtter
agunclance in the Rat, Delarof, and Western
Andreanof Islands,

|—

1998 — Esies ar f/ (IDD OIIOJJ 're J In Scrence,
Docurriented c

orogosed m/oormwb of AJHer vvmrlle oredation,
> 2000 — USFWS aerial survey In ine Aleuiians
clocurnented an overall 70% decline since 1992,
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Pooulation Surveys

> \ay 2000 — North Alaska Peninsula. 3

> April/May 2001 — South Alaska Peninsula. 3+
> June 2001 — Yodialk Archipelago. $

> Surnrmner 2002 — Karnisnalk Bay., ‘e

> Overell, =50% decline since mid-1980s
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Stock Identflcation

©> 1998 — single sea otier stoci In Alaska.

°> 2002 — based OFHHHFH/!JH forb]* i Bociin
(2001), USFWS revised MMPA stock assessrrer)
reporis for 3 sea giier stocks In Alaska:

soutnwest, soutncertral, ancd soutneast,






Listing Actlvities

> April 2002 — bedarn development of progosed
rule to list the souinwest Alasra DPS of ine
nortrierr) sea otier.

° Feoruary 2004 — ouplication of proposed rule to
list as inreatenead. 120-czay puolic cornrment
period, punlic rmeeitings, and nearing.



Additional Pooulation Monitoring

MARINE MAMMAL SCIENCE, 21(1)%:169-1
@ 2005 by the Society for Marine Mammalogy

(January 2005)

CONTINUING SEA OTTER POPULATION DECLINES
IN THE ALEUTIAN ARCHIPELAGO

T A Fer

Location % Change
Western Aleutians 2000-2003

Eastern Aleutians 2000-2004

Shumagin Islands 2001-2004

Recently | . .
) Kodiak Archipelago 2001-2004
to earlier rep
based on arck
skiff surveys of particular islands or small island groups during various years from
the early 1990s through 2000. To summarize the main findings: (1) aerial counts
declined by about 70% from 1992 to 2000, (2) populations at those islands
[hnm.m by Kenyon (1969) to be at or near carrying capacicy in 1965 had declined
2000, (3) most of the overall decline occurred after the lace 1980s or early

19905, und {4) sea orters had reached a uniformly low popularion density (numbers
per unit lengeh of shoreline) chroughoue the Aleurian archipelago by 2000. Doroff
et @l. (2003) incerpreted chis laceer finding co mean chat the factors responsible for

the decline were density-dependent, thus implying that a steady state may have
been arrained beeween killer whale predarion, the purported canse of the decline
(Estes er al 1998), and the reduced availability of sea orrers. If that conjecrure is

169



Pooulation Monltoring

Location 2003 2005 %0
Change
Amchitka(N) | 294 | 95 | o/ |
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rRecovery Planning

> Recovery Outline
> Recovery Tearr
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